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SUB J : AFGHAN VIEW OF MILITARY TAKEOVER IN PAKISTAN 
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1 . AFGHAN FOREIGN MINISTER WAHEED ABDULLAH ASKED ME TO CALL ON 
HIM EVENING JULY 9. THE PRINCIPAL SUBJECT HE WISHED TO DISCUSS 
WAS THE RECENT MILITARY TAKEOVER IN PAKISTAN. HE SAID THE 

GOVT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA), THROUGH ITS CONTACTS IN PAKISTAN, 

HAD HAD ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE PAK MILITARY WAS PLANNING 
A TAKEOVER. BECAUSE OF THIS ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE, PRES DAOUD HAD 
TREATED BHUTTO'S JUN 22-23 VISIT (REFS A AND B) WITH RESERVE. 
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ABDULLAH COMMENTED THAT BHUTTO HAD APPEARED A CHANGED MAN AT 
THAT TIME AND, IN LIGHT OF HIS MACHINATIONS IN PAKISTAN, THE 
AFGHANS HAD DECIDED HE COULD NOT BE TRUSTED. 

2. SHORTLY AFTER TAKING OVER THE PAKISTANI GOVT, GEN. ZIA 

CALLED IN AFGHAN AMBASSADOR ETEMADI AND, ACCORDING TO ABDULLAH, 
ASSURED ETEMADI THAT THE NEW REGIME WISHED TO CONTINUE THE 
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"SPIRIT OF KABUL" THAT HAD BEGUN WITH BHUTTO’S JUNE 1976 VISIT 
TO KABUL. SPECIFICALLY, ZIA TOLD ETEMADI THAT THE PAKISTANIS 
WISHED TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE WITH THE AFGHANS. AFTER 
RECEIVING THE REPORT OF THIS CONVERSATION AND DISCUSSING IT 
WITH DAOUD, ABDULLAH TOLD ME HE SENT INSTRUCTIONS TO ETEMADI 
TO INFORM GEN. ZIA THAT AFGHANISTAN RECIPROCATES ZIA'S GOOD 
WISHES AND DESIRES TO CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE. 

3. REGARDING THE INTERNAL SITUATION IN PAKISTAN, ABDULLAH SAID 
HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF ELECTIONS ARE NOT HELD THIS COMING 
OCTOBER. HE SAID HE FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THE ARMY WILL 
WISH THAT SOON TO REOPEN THE ELECTORAL PANDORA S BOX. MOREOVER, 

HE BELIEVES THE PAK ARMY WILL JUDGE THAT THE PNA IS INCAPABLE OF 
STAYING UNITED TO GOVERN PAKISTAN. ABDULLAH SAID HE BELIEVES 
BHUTTO IS "85 PERCENT FINISHED." 

4. ABDULLAH SAID HE BELIEVES THE SOVIETS ARE SOMEWHAT UNHAPPY 
AT THE TURN OF EVENTS IN PAKISTAN AND THE CHINESE THEREFORE ARE 
HAPPY. HE BELIEVES THE SHAH IS PLEASED THAT STABILITY HAS RE- 
TURNED TO PAKISTAN. HE NOTED THE GOVT OF INDIA IS BEING CIRCUM- 
SPECT. 

5. THE AFGHAN MEDIA IS REPORTING FACTUALLY, MOSTLY FROM WESTERN 
NEWS AGENCIES, ON THE SITUATION IN PAKISTAN. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
PUBLIC AFGHAN GOVT COMMENT NOR ANY EDITORIALIZING IN THE MEDIA. 
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6. COMMENT: THE AFGHANS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO BE RES- 
TRAINED IN ANY PUBLIC COMMENT THEY MAKE ON THE SITUATION IN 
PAKISTAN WHILE BEING PRIVATELY PLEASED THAT BHUTTO, WHOM THEY 
REGARD AS A MANIPULATOR, HAS BEEN REMOVED AND REPLACED BY GEN. 

ZIA WHOM ABDULLAH CHARACTERIZED AS A STRAIGHTFORWARD - IF NOT 
PARTICULARLY BRILLIANT - MAN. 

7. ABDULLAH'S GENERALLY POSITIVE REMARKS RE THE MILITARY TAKE- 
OVER STRIKE US AS FAIRLY SURPRISING, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE 
LINE TAKEN RECENTLY BY DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER SAMAD GHAUS 
(REF C) THAT A MILITARY REGIME IN PAKISTAN WOULD BE THE LEAST 
PALATABLE (IN AFGHAN EYES) OF THE LIKELY SCENARIOS INVOLVING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN PAKISTAN. THE AFGHANS HAD FELT PREVIOUSLY THAT 
THEY ALREADY HAD SOME INVESTMENT IN BHUTTO STEMMING FROM THE 
FIRST TWO DAOUD-BHUTTO SUMMIT MEETINGS. THEY MAY HAVE FELT 
HOWEVER THAT BHUTTO WAS INCREASINGLY LOSING HIS GRIP AND BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY UNPREDICTABLE. THE INITIAL LINE TAKEN BY BOTH GOA 
OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS BY THE AFGHAN MAN ON THE STREET, WAS THAT 

THE ENTIRE EPISODE REPRESENTED A DEVIOUS PLOT BY BHUTTO TO 
INSURE (SOMEHOW) HIS OWN POLITICAL SURVIVAL. HOWEVER, UNSUB- 
STANTIATED CHARGES IN THE PAKISTANI PRESS (PRIOR TO BHUTTO'S 
VISIT) REGARDING THE ALLEGED MOVEMENT OF AFGHAN TROOPS TOWARD 
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THE BORDER MAY HAVE TIPPED THE BALANCE IN THE AFGHAN ASSESSMENT. 

ABDULLAH'S DISCOURSE IMPLIES THAT THE GOA HAS, FOR THE MOST PART, 

WRITTEN OFF BHUTTO AS A MAJOR POLITICAL FIGURE WITH WHOM IT 

HAS TO DEAL, AND THAT THE 

AFGHANS ARE TAKING AN UPBEAT APPROACH 

TO THE ZIA MILITARY REGIME, PROBABLY REGARDING IT AS A FAIT 
ACCOMPLI WITH WHICH KABUL WILL HAVE TO COPE. 

ELIOT 
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